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EXPERTS  WERE  IMPORTED 


BY    THE 


CONSERVATIVES  IN  MAY,  1902 


FROM   THE   STATES 

iN  ORDER  TO  DEFEAT  PREMIER  ROSS 


SCHEME  WORKED  FROM  TORY  HEADQUARTERS 

TORONTO  "WORLD"  (Conservative)  on  Methods  Pursued  on. 
a  Former  Occasion  by  such  Experts: — 

"An   Organized    Machine  of  Professional    Cor- 
ruption ists,"  it  says,  and  they  even  "  Invade 
the  Ballot  Box" 

Tory  System  for  Stealing  Elections  by  Slippinir, 
Switching,  Stiiffinff  and  Spoiling  Ballots 


M.  K.  COWAN  (LIBERAL),  M.P.,  AS  HANSARD  SHOWS 

•       GIVES    INSTANCES   OF   HOW   CONSERVATIVE 
EVIDENCE  IS  SECUREP  —  OTHER 
Bl.AZEN    INSTANCES 


PROTESTS  OF   1898,  ELECTIONS  OF   1900  AND  1902 -SPLENDID 
LIBERAL  RECORD  IN  CONDUCT  OF  ELECTIONS 

WHSTNEV  RAISES  FALSE  ALARMS 

TO  KEEP  PUBLIC  ATTENTION  AWm^Y  FROM   HIS  EXPERTS, 

WHETHER   THEY   ARE    INVADING   THE    FALLOT 

BOX    OR    SECURING    EVIDENCE 
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IMPORTED  EXPERTS  IN  1902 


Plao  to  Secure  Certain  Votes  in  each  Constituency 
and  then  not  be  Amenable  to  Canadian  Law 


Froto  the  lavish  way  in  which  cheqaes  for  $500.00  and  other  large  amounta 
were  sent  out  from  the  cent*"'  funf^  to  Tory  workers  in  the  Ontario  Provincial 
election  of  1902,  the  evide  of  the  Opposition  was  to  get  into  power 

by  any  means  whatsoever  .ght  the  aid  of  aliens  and  foreigners,  im- 

porting them  specially  fro       <  '•ii. 

These  methods  amoun  ,-  acts  r?  treason,  for  they  (the  Tories)  secured 

the  services  of  foreigners  to  a.i~A  kaem  in  eir  work  of  securing  certain  votes  in 
Mch  constituency.  On  column  four,  page  two  of  the  Mail  and  Empire,  Toronto, 
Tuesday,  July  15th,  1902,  is  the  statement  that  "  forty  export  detectives  were 
brought  to  Toronto  from  New  York,  and  assigned  to  constituencies  "  from  the 
Provincial  headquarters  of  the  Conservatives.  The  evident  purpose  of  this  was 
clear.  These  men  could  commit  all  sorts  of  election  wrongs  and  once  over  in 
their  own  country  could  not  be  reached  by  our  laws. 

Two  of  these  experts  were  in  Lennox  during  the  election  contest,  but  when 
they  were  wanted  to  give  evidence  at  the  trial  of  the  petition  against  the  return 
of  the  Conservative  candidate  they  were  not  on  hand,  even  though  they  had 
been  properly  served  with  subpcEnas.  It  was  announced  in  Court  that  these 
aliens  were  in  Buffalo,  and,  of  course,  the  Court  was  powerless. 

During  the  progress  of  the  election  one  of  the  "  forty  "  resided  in  Bowman- 
ville.  He  stated  that  he  was  there  in  the  interests  of  the  Conservatives,  and  as 
proof  of  this  proiluced  a  list  of  names  of  voters  that  he  was  to  procure  to  vote 
for  the  Conservative  candidate.  The  list  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Liberals,  and 
the  "  expert  detective  "  left  for  the  United  States,  his  home. 

These  experts  operated  in  North  York,  and  according  to  the  evidence  of  T. 
H.  Lennox,  the  Conservative  candidate  in  North  York,  they  were  sent  there  by 
E.  B.  Osier,  M.P.  Mr.  Lennox,  on  examination  for  discovery,  testified  on  Nov. 
29th,  1902.  as  follows  :— 

"  290.  Q.  Did  you  have  a  couple  of  gentlemen  from  Buffalo  over  there  ?  A. 
There  were  a  couple  of  distinguished  men  over  from  Buffalo,  I  think. 

"  291.  Q.  How  did  they  come  to  be  there  ?  A.  They  were  sent  up  there  by 
Mr.  E.  B.  Osier,  I  think — at  least  he  was  instmmental." 

Whitney's  False  Alarm 

In  the  Mail  of  the  18th  July,  1902,  Mr.  Whitney  is  reported  as  having  said 
at  a  Conaarvativa  meeting  in  North  York : 
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"  He  was  iu  possession  of  information  to  show  that  in  the  ninety-eight  rid- 
ings in  this  Province,  an  organized  attempt  had  been  made  to  steal  one  at  least 
and  sometimes  two  of  the  Imllota  in  each  sub-division  in  the  resjiective  constitu- 
•ncies.  This  was  the  reason  that  the  returning  officers  had  experienced  such 
difficulty  in  summing  up  the  results." 

All  thir  noise  is  for  the  purpose  of  g'^tting  the  people  to  forget  the  New 
York  experts.    The  facts  are  all  against  Mr.  Whitney's  reckles-s  assertion. 

The  Recounts 

First,  there  were  recounts  before  County  Judges  in  fourteen  ridings  as 
Mow: — 

Bruce,  South S.SOO  twllots  cast 

Middlesex,  East 4,98.-) 

Lennox -"^IS!' 

Norfolk.  South 3,:}71 

Haslings,  East 4,970 

Grey,  North 'j.S.-) 5        " 

Welland 5,.5!)0 

Perth,  North 0,582 

Halton 4,714 

Huron,  West 4,89.-> 

Siracoe,  Centre 3,G70 

Wentworth,  North 2,772 

Priiioe  Edward 4,430 

Muskoka 4,092 

Total  G2,805 

At  no  previous  elections,  either  for  the  Legislature  .•  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, were  the  ballots  in  so  many  constituencies  examined  before  a  county  judge. 
If  the  Liberals  had  intended  to  take  undue  advantage  of  their  control  of  tlie 
ballot-boxes,  or  if  they  were  tainted  with  corruption,  as  Mr.  Whitney  alleges 
they  are,  surely  in  the  scrutiny  of  62,805  ballots,  some  proof  of  their  evil  pur- 
poses would  have  been  tound.  No  party  ever  pa.ssed  through  an  election  with 
a  cleaner  record.  In  Halton  the  judge  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  accuracy 
and  intelligence  shown  in  marking  the  ballots.     Other  judges  used  similar  ex- 

Kreasions  in  other  counties.  To  be  faced  with  such  facts  is  very  discomfiting  to 
[r.  Whitney,  and  his  discomfiture  was  greater  when  deputy  returning  otficera 
wrote  him  open  letters  to  the  press  challenging  him  to  prove  his  a.ssertion,  for  ho 
could  not,  and  cannot  do  so.     For  comfort  he  shouts  "  North  Grey." 

Alleg:ed  Irregularity  in  North  Orey 

Now  let  us  examine  the  alleged  irregularity  in  No.  9  Polling  Division  of  the 
Township  of  St.  Vincent,  in  North  Grey. 

It  appears  that  when  the  ballots  at  this  polling  sub-division  were  first 
counted,  no  marks,  except  the  ordinary  cross  used  by  the  ctor  in  indicating 
his  vote,  was  noticed  upon  any  of  the  ballots,  and  tin  were  accordingly 
counted  for  the  respective  candidates.  When  the  full  returns  were  received  for 
the  riding  and  the  vote  summed  up,  Mr.  MacKay  was  found  to  have  a  majo  ity 
of  nine.     Believing  that  this  majority  could  be  increased  if  the  ballots  .k<;fe 
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n\j  connt<!d,  Mr.  MacKay  called  fat  »  neoank,  which  wm  htld  by  Jodm 
Jorriaon.  On  the  recount,  the  balloU  for  this  polling  aub-diviaion  paaaad  tM 
Judge's  hands  without  his  discovering  any  other  mark  upon  them  than  Uia 
•rdinary  cross.  Mr.  Watson,  counsel  for  Mr.  MacKay,  on  examining  them  mora 
doeely,  found  two  balloU  marked  for  Boyd  with  a  distinct  cr<M»  opposite  hk 
wune,  and  a  small,  obscure  cross  opposite  MacKay 'a  name  in  addition,  and  Mr. 
Do  Vernet,  counsel  for  Mr.  Boyd,  found  two  others  similarly  marked.  On  com- 
pleting the  examination  the  County  Judge  reported  Mr.  MacKay  elected  with  a 
■ajority  of  fivt. 

Against  thi.",  appeal  was  taken  to  Mr.  Justice  Maclennan,  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  who  examined  the  ballots  at  Oa';oo<le  Hall  in  the  presence  of  the  reprea- 
•ntatives  of  V)oth  parties.  The  result  of  his  examination  was  to  i^ive  Mr.  Mac- 
Kay a  majority  of  five,  treating  the  four  ballots  thus  marked  as  spoiled  ballota, 
bat  even  counting  the  so  called  spoiled  ballots  tor  Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  Mijckay  would 
atill  have  a  majorit>  ot  one.  On  t'-"  conclusion  of  the  examination  at  Osgood* 
Hall,  Mr.  Justice  Maclennan  is  rc|        J  as  follows  : — 

Justice  Mat<cnnan's  Opinion 

"J  am  unable,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Il'..claiinan  with  great  respect,  "  to  agree 
with  the  learned  Judge  that  there  is  any  evidence  that  the  MacKay  cross-  s  were 
made  after  the  count  at  the  close  of  the  poll.  I  think  they  were  simply  not 
•bserved  in  the  hurry  of  counting,  while  the  crosses  for  Boyd  being  conspicuooa, 
caused  them  to  be  at  once  counted  for  him.  The  same  thing  exactly  seems  to 
kave  occurre.l  on  the  recount,  when  the  Judge,  without  observing  the  two 
erosscs,  handed  all  four  ballots  as  Boyd  ballots  to  Mr.  MacKay 's  agent  for  exam- 
iaation,  wlieii  two  of  them  escaped  the  notice  of  the  agent  also,  and  were  not 
discovered  until  afier  the  second  examination  by  the  agent  of  Mr.  Boyd. 
Under  th«se  circumstances  it  appears  to  me  tha*;  there  i.-*  hardly  room  even 
for  a  suspicion  that  the  marks  complained  of  were  made  after  the  cou  iting  of 
the  votes." 

If  the  opinion  of  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  whose  irapRrtiality  was 
■ever  questioned,  is  of  any  use,  then  the  contention  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
ballots  in  North  Grey  were  tampered  with,  fails. 

Election  Trial— North  Grey 

Further  proof  that  the  Opposition  had  no  confidence  in  the  charge  that  the 
hftllots  were  tampered  with  was  furnished  at  the  Election  trial,  which  took  place 
en  the  4th  of  November,  1902,  when  it  was  proven  that  the  conveyance  of  certain 
voters,  on  the  day  belbre  the  election,  from  Meaford  to  Owen  Sound,  where  they 
were  to  vote,  was  paid  for  by  an  elector  whose  agency  was  admitted,  and  as  this 
was  an  illes?al  act  the  election  was  accordingly  voideJ.  If  the  Opposition  had 
any  faith  in  the  charge  that  the  ballots  were  really  tampered  with,  as  they 
alleged  during  the  summer,  why  did  they  not  proceed  with  the  examination  be- 
fore the  judges  to  establish  that  charge  ?  But  knowing  that  i'  was  without 
foundation,  and  that  it  could  not  bo  sustained  by  any  evidence  that  could  be 
brought  into  court — evidence  which  they  no  doubt  had  sifted  in  the  meantime 
— they  abandoned  the  charge. 

A  Central  Fund 

N.B.— By  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Snider,  T.  H.  Lennox,  T.  G.  Carscallen  and  G.  M. 
Boyd,  all  Conservative  candidates,  it  ia  evident  that  the  Opposition  had  a  large  cen'.4«l 
tsitd  distributed  in  sums  of  $.500.00  and  upwards  by  B.  B.  RycUtnan,  T  uto.  It  k 
•iso  evident  that  K.  B.  Osier,  M.P.,  and  other  leading  Gon.s«Tv»tiv( •  w  aware  of  the 
6ind  and  of  its  disposal. 
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WORKED  FROM  HEADQUARTERS 


THE  ••WORLD"  TELLS    HOW  CONSERVATIVES   WIN   ELECTIONS- 
SEE    HANSARD    ALSO— MONEY   AND    SUITS    OP    CLOTHES 
PROMISED  IF  ••  EVIDENCE  WAS  QOOO  AND  STRONQ  " 


Immediately  after  the  Provincial  Oeneral  Election  of  1898  the  Conservative 
party  in  the  Provir-^e  of  Ontario  raised  an  immense  protest  fund,  and,  as  nalme- 
^aent  events  proveo,  :nuch  of  this  great  snra  was  employed  in  buying  evidenea 
Mid  in  other  questionable  practiceR.  As  to  some  of  the  methods  employed,  the 
Toronto  World  ought  to  know  nometbinK  of  the  Conservative  tactics,  so  let  it 
•peftk. 

How  the  Con  crvative*^  Wir    Elections— "  The  Toronto 
World  '•  gi  »e»  some  hint>     *  to  liow  the  Tories  Work 


W.  F.  McLean,  M.P.  (Conservative) 
a  Mndidate  for  the  otSco  of  Mayoi  'i  i 
opponent  was  O.  A.  Howland,  ex-M  P 
the  Province.     Mr.  McfeHn  was  (lefen 
8,  1902,  The  World,  gave  prominence  t 


proprietor  of  The   World,  Toronto,  waa 

ty  of  Toronto  in  January,  1902.     His 

•ne  of    iie  loading  Consoi vatives of 

VVedneB<lay  morning,  Janaarr 

wing: — 
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bill? 


The  Sure      Way" 


"Are  you  a  worker  in  thatsub-divinoi 

"  Tes,  I  can  handle  it. 

"  Huw  much  will  it  cost  ? 

"  Two  hundred  dollars. 

"  And  you  will  guarantee  to  keep  the  vott 

"  Yes. 

"  All  right.     Here  is  the  money.     But  do  vo 


safor  (Jiait? 


"  Yes. 

"  And  you  know  this  gentleman  here  ? 

"  Yes,  I  know  him  and  can  trust  him. 

"  Well  1  am  going  to  give  the  hundred  dollars  t. 
majority  in  your  division  ten  or  better  he  will  har 
auant  is  made  and  the  majority  is  shown. 

"  I  understand,  and  I'll  do  it." 


s  ot'    ■*  hundred  cieHar 
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"OQ  make  tke 
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Tory  t1eadquarter^ 

On  Thursday  morning,  January  9, 1902,  Tfu  World  had  a  nambe-  >r  pois^ 
«d  articles  on  the  methods  employed  to  elect  Mayr  Howland.  One  of  iii<«^  <«;•■ 
headed  "  Wholesale  Demoralization."  It  said,  "The more  the  voting  of  M  mw 
ia  investigated,  the  more  evident  it  is  that  wholesale  demoraliaati<  n  nrevk:  ^d  bk 
polling  bootha     The  ITorM  acquits  Mr.  Howland  of  it.    The  men  w%o  dM 


it  were  aaenU  of  one  <rf  the  oorpomtions,  ftoJ  all  Sor  .  7  and  Monday  ^7  ^»«« 
•k  work^wndinff  thouaande  in  heading  off  what  p.  mued  to  be  a  Watwloo. 
There  waa  no  aaeh  vote  polled  for  Howland  aa  the  ballot-boxee  ehow.  John  o 
the  East,  Johr,  o'  the  West,  ^and)  the  old  experienced  bird,  that  haa  made  hi* 
boast  of  handling  St.  John's  Ward  foi  thirty  years  or  more,  were  all  m  it. 

The  Albany  Club,  King  street,  Toronto,  the  head  centre  of  Toryisin  in  the 
Province,  was  in  favor  of  Mayor  Howland,  and  here  is  how  The  World  of  Ihnra- 
day  morning,  January  9, 1902,  refers  to  the  nest  under  the  heading ;«  Professional 
Oorruptioniste :"— "  The  public  are  being  aroused  at  last  to  the  existence  in  To- 
ronto of  an  organized  machine  of  professional  corruptionists;  They  have  a  ntmt 
in  the  centre  of  the  city.  They  hfjidle  the  money  of  corporations;  their  mis- 
sion  has  been  to  corrupt  representatives  of  the  people  and  to  corrupv,  electors ; 
most  of  all,  to  invade  the  one  thing  that  ought  to  be  sacred  in  our  politics— tbe 
baUot-box." 

Here  was  an  opportunity  for  Mr. Whitney  to  demand  of  his  friends,  the  Con- 
servative  Mayor  and  Corservative  council  of  the  City  of  Toronto,  an  investi^itiOQ 
into  the  above  charges  made  by  one  of  their  papers,  The  World,  but  he  did  not 
da  so. 
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SEE  HANSARD  ALSO 


Evidence  Purchased   In    Connection  with   West  Huroft - 

Witnesses  Received  Easy  Money  on  Sunday,  and 

Clothes  Aften^'ards 


Whilst  the  huge  protest  fund  raised  by  the  Toner  after  the  electioM  of 
1898  lasted  Conservative  workers  did  not  want  so  long  as  evidence  could  b« 
bouffht  After  the  West  Huron  (Dominion)  bye-electicn  (1899),  somethmjf  had 
to  U  done  to  discredit  ♦'^e  Liberals  in  order  that  the  Opposition  in leht  influanc* 
the  public  mind  witl-  eference  to  the  Provincial  situation  in  West  Hnnm. 
Hansard  records  the  facts  as  Ijelow : 

M.  K.  Cowan,  M.P.,  Hpeakinjj  on  the  floor  of  t  .e  Houhc  of  Commons,  aa 
reported  in  Hansard  of  May  17th,  1900,  said : 

"  I  tell  hon.  -rentleraen  opposite  that  he  is  still  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Canada-  I  tell  them  that  Farr  was  in  Toronto,  and  is  in  Canada,  and  if  this 
Btotement  ia  false  then  they  can  arrest  Mr.  Farr.  But  the;  liave  «.ot  'lone  it, 
and  why?  It  is  because  the  statement  is  true.  It  is  because  Mr.  Mitchell  tbe 
town  clerk  of  Goderch.  a  Conservative,  a  man  appointo.i  by  the  L.odenc h  town 
council,  swears  that  he  saw  Farr's  ballot  and  that  it  was  u.arkcd  for  Mr  McLean, 
the  Conservative  candidate  in  Went  Huron.  I  am  not  pr.inp  to  depend  uiK)n  the 
evidence  of  a  man  named  Farr .  I  am  not  going  to  ask  t  -^  House  < '  3lieve  the 
uncorroborated  statement  >i  even  Farr,  even  though  he  not  bt        P'^Y?"  » 

self-convicted  liar  and  perjurer  as  P.itchett  was."  (Reaasaihdav.t  oi  one  Fair.) 
"That  is  the  affidavit  of  Farr.     I  do  not  know  whether  that  affidavit  is  tree 
or  not,  but  1  do  know,  and  every  gentleman  opposite  knows,  that  Mitchel  swore 
in  the  box  that  he  was  a  Conservative.     Mr.  Mitchell  holds  the  respecteble  posi- 
tion of  town  clerk  ir  the  town  of  Goderich  :  he  goes  into  the  box  and  swears 
that  Farr  is  absolut    r  correct  because  he  saw  his  ballot,  and  yet  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  have  risen  ..i  their  places,  and  have  scorned  at  the  idea  that  larr  voted 
for  McLean.     In  making  such  a  statement,  these  gentlemen  opposite  say  that  not 
only  is  Farr  a  liar,  but  tliat  their  own  supporter,  Mitchell,  swore  falsely  when  he 
Bwore  to  this  circumstance  which  was  within  his  own  knowledge.    Every  man  and 
every  lawyer  knows  that  when  a  fact  is  against  the  interest  of  a  man,  and  He 
swears  to  it,  then  that  can  be  given  double  weight  because  he  is  swearmg  against 
hU  own  interests.     Mitchell  was  swearing  against  his  own  interests  and  a^nat 
the  interests  of  his  own  party,  for  he  knew  he  ought  not  to  have  .  een  *arf;a 
ballot.     But,  sir,  when  it  comes  to  scoring  a  point  againsi  the  Liberals  ot  Idu 
country,  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  have  no  scruple  in  saying  that  l?arr  "  a  'lar, 
and  that  Mitchell  is  a  perjurer,  and  that  Farr  was  our  special  tool  and  voted  for 
Holmes.     Hero  is  an  affidavit  with  a  minute  particularity  of  detail  that  maat 
carry  the  conviction  of  truth,  as  gentlemen  opposite  argue.    Farr  swears  :— 

ThOMM  HanhaU  and  James  Nelson,  who  gave  evidence  before  (he  «•■• 
■Ittee  at  OtMwa,  were  not  correct  In  their  statement  as  to  when  they 
last  saw  me  before  gtvlns  their  evidence  at  Ottawa.  I  saw  them  •■  tfc« 
lame  day  as  they  left  for  Ottawa,  and  was  told  by  Nelson  that  they  had 
g«t  some  easy  money  (k'om  Mr.  W.  ».  BePhwso  .,  the  tewyor,  on  Sandny 
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•r  lh«lr  evMcaee  —  Hunt  he  cmM  tain  It  «*ini  ami  fMt  Omb  wkM  ta 
■•7  at  Ottawa. 

I  uke4  Thaaas  ■anhall  fe«w  ■■eh  they  had  set,  aad  he  said  •••» 
with  a  preiilM  ta  iMke  It  atore  if  the  evMeaee  was  seed  aad  Btrmag* 
The  Mdd  Hanhall  aad  Nelaen  have  Inferaied  me  alnee  their  retam  tmm 
•ttawa  that  they  eaeh  get  $13.80  at  Ottawa  as  witness  fees,  aad  as  they 
were  away  ahead  on  the  transaction  they  had  eaeh  honght  a  new  salt  •( 
elethes.  Nelson  also  said  that  It  had  been  a  godsend  for  him,  and  he  hop* 
ed  he  would  get  a  ehance  to  make  another  raise  In  the  same  way.  Me 
also  told  me  that  W.  D.  HcPherson,  Just  before  bidding  them  geod>hye  at 
the  train  on  the  Sunday  erening  when  leaving  for  Ottawa,  had  Impressed 
■pen  them  the  necessity  of  telling  a  story  that  would  look  all  right, 
that  If  they  did  that  he  would  not  forget  them. 


A  FIRST-CLASS  HAN 


PLOT  ENDORSED  IN  TORONTO  TO  STEAL  SEATS  FROM  THE 
LIBERALS-THE  MANITOBA   ELECTION    FRAUDS  OF    1896 


It  was  proved  before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  (Domuiion),  tha* 
wholesale  frauds  were  perpetuated  in  Manitoba  during  the  Dominion  General 
Election  of  1896.  The  conspiracy  was  hatched  in  VVinnipejr.  l)ne  l<  reel<)rB, 
went  up  from  Ontario,  stating  that  he  came  from  the  chief  ort^anizcr  ..f  tlie  Tory 
party,  Mr.  N.  Boyd,  the  Conservative  can.lidate  in  Marquette,  to  w horn  t  reebor* 
was  sent,  telegraphed  to  the  organizer,  and  received  in  answer : 

"  He  was  a  firgl-class  man  in  North  Bruce." 
Freeborn  was  thereupon  employed  in  the  election,  and  his  employment  was  for 
the  express  purpose  of  teaching  deputy  returninf;  officers  how  to  M,ani|.ulate  bal- 
lots In  this  nefarious  business  he  was  helped  by  two  men  named  Anderson  and 
Waller  These  three  worthies  went  through  the  Province  into  several  constitu- 
encies, and  it  was  proved  by  incontestable  evidence  that  they  instructed  many 
deputy  returnin<Tofficets,through  whose  crimes  hundreds  of  lory  ballots  wer* 
substituted  for  Liberal  ballots.  Several  of  the  criminals  cmfessed  their  guilt; 
prosecutions  were  entered  against  others,  and  some  of  them  were  conviet»-U. 

This  man  Freeborn  swore  that  he  jjot  certain  instr  ctions  from  one  Turner, 
who  told  him  they  were  given  him  by  the  Conservative  org.ini/er  in  loronto. 
The  instructiouo  read  : — 

"  We  have  the  printing  of  the  ballots,  therefore  a  Nuffici-nt  number  shouW 
be  printed  extra  to  enable  the  deputy  returning  officer  to  havo  them  marked  for 
our  condidate  and  ready  to  use  after  the  count  to  replace  those  read  out  wrongly 
to  the  scrutineers.  Or  the  deputy  returning  officer  can  have  them  ""'rked  and 
folded  in  his  pocket  to  slip  into  the  box  in  place  of  an  Opposition  billot  it  the 
opportunity  happens.  This,  of  course,  will  occur  quite  fre(iuontly  il  we  have 
control  of  both  .scrutineers. 

"  To  get  control  of  both  scrutineers  have  one  of  our  men,  not  a  pr  .minent 
one.  hut  a  supposed  kicker,  for  instance,  apply  to  the  Opposition  to  be  put  on  aa 
scrutineer  inside.  They  are  generally  short  of  workers,  an.l  a  few  plausible 
men  will  turn  the  election  in  a  close  constituency.  Or  the  men  can  write  iM 
their  headquarteri  for  scrutineer  papers  if  he  lives  m  the  country. 

'■  Efforts  should  be  made  to  make  these  methods  work  in  wnnls  that  give  the 
heaviest  of  opposition  vote. 

"  Having  control  of  both  scrutineers,  a  large  vote  can  be  polled— dead  and 
absent  voters,  etc .  can  have  their  ballots  marked  ;  there  is  no  redress  if  botU 
scrutineers  were  present. 

"A  friendly  constable  should  be  present  to  keep  the  poll  clear  of  loung;ert 
and  inquisitive  people. 

"  The  deputy  returning  officer  should  be  a  reliable,  sharp  and  plausible  man, 
BO  that  if  we  do  not  get  control  of  the  opposition  scrutineer,  he  can,  when  tte 
•canting  time  arrives,  ask  both  scrutineers  to  take  a  piece  of  paper  and  recora 
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^lo- 
th* vot«  of  thmr  candidate  as  he  read*  the  ballots,  whieh  have  be«i  emptied  oa 
the  table.  He  will  then  have  a  chance  to  read  out  wrongly,  so  that  a  migmtf 
can  be  secured  for  our  candidate.  The  ballots  should  be  put  back  into  the  box 
as  quickly  as  they  are  read.  The  extra  ones  will  do  to  fix  things  correctly  whea 
he  goes  home. 

"  Spoiled  ballots  can  be  made  sure  by  a  little  doctoring.  Opposition  ballots 
can  be  spoiled  by  the  lead  out  of  a  pencil  fnstened  under  the  little  finger  with 
beeswax,  drawn  across  opposite  our  candidate's  name  in  opening  the  ballot. 

"  If  you  cannot  get  control  of  opporition  scrutineers,  have  your  deputy 
returning  officer  announce  that  he  is  against  you,  so  as  to  lead  him  astray  if  pos- 
sible." 

In  the  city  of  Winnipeg  where  5,0()0  or  6,000  ballots  would  have  been  sufli- 
cient  in  an  honest  election,  there  were  10,000  printed,  and  yet  all  had  been  used 
up  at  two  o'clock  and  the  polls  had  to  be  closed  while  more  were  printed. 
Altogether  the  Manitoba  elections  furnished  an  instance  of  the  boldest  and  most 
colos'sal  election  fraud  in  history,  under  the  auspices  of  the  "  party  of  purity." 

Plot  to  Steal  the  Seats  of  Liberal  Candidates  in  1896 

The  circular  of  instructions  sent  out  from  the  Conservative  headquarters. 
King  Sd.,  Toronto,  in  189C  painted  out  four  methods  of  doing  up  the  Grits  as 
follows : — 

(1)  Slipping — {i.e.  calling  out  a  ballot  for  the  Tory  candidate  when  it  is  in 

reality  marked  for  the  Liberal.) 

(2)  Switching — (I.e.  stealing  ballots  marked  for  the  Liberal  candidate,  and 

patting  into  the  biUot-box  ballots  marked  for  the  Tory  candidate.) 

(3)  Stuffi,ng — (i.e.  pollinfj  votes  of  the  dead  and  absent  men  with  the  con- 

nivance of  both  scrutineers.) 

(4)  Spoiling — (i.e.  by  making  a  mark  on  the  ballot  marked  for  the  Liberal 

candidate  oppo<ite  the  name  of  the  Tory  candidate  with  a  piece  of 
lead  fastened  under  the  finger  nail.) 

The  extent  to  which  the  lust  method  (Spoiling)  was  practised  is  shown  by 
the  very  large  number  of  rejected  ballots  in  189G  as  compared  with  other  elec- 
tions.    The  following  table  is  taken  from  the  official  returns : — 

Number  of  Rejected  Ballots  ia 
189(i         1900 

Addington  181  32 

Bothwell 167  37 

Brant.South 165  32 

Brockville 101  38 

B-.ice,  East 133  34 

Bruce,  West 115  16 

Cornwall  and  Stormont 103  42 

Durham,  East 59  6 

Elgin,  East 99  32 

Essex,  North 96  38 

Grey.  North 125  37 

Hastings,  East 79  25 

Hastings,  West 84  27 
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Namber  oi  Bej«et«d  Ballots  is 

1896  1900 

Haron,  South  70  8 

Kent. 189  49 

Kingston 215  83 

Lambton.  East 133  25 

Lambton.West 70  19 

Lincoln  and  Niagara ISC  47 

London 296  47 

Middlesex,  South 100  23 

Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound 175  58 

Norfolk,  North H*  «»»• 

Perth,South 129  14 

Prince  Edward 115  2o 

Russell 72  22 

Simcoe,  East 93  23 

Victoria,  South 78  -9 

Waterloo,  South Ki*  28 

Wellington  Centre 129  22 

Wellington,  South 101  33 

Wentworth,  South 304  50 

Total  for  3".  Ridings 4190  951 

Average I'^l  30 

The  elections  under  Liberal  management,  whether  Provincial  or  Dominion, 
show  an  average  of  less  than  30  rejected  ballots  for  each  constituency.  What  a 
great  contrtiat  to  Tory  rule. 

The  Corruption  of  1891 

The  shameful  revelations  of  1891  at  Ottawa  when  Whitney's  friends  were 
in  power,  being  reported  abroad, caused  the  London  Oraphic  to  say  that  "the 
government  rested  on  a  stupeniious  and  all-prevailing  system  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  that  even  Tammany  Hall  smells  sweet  and  clean  in  comparison  with 
that  huge  stink-pot  of  the  Canadian  Government." 

The  London  Telegraph  was  forced  to  declare  that  "  only  the  most  resolute 
and  drastic  purification  C4n  redeem  public  life  in  Canada  from  the  taint  of  cor- 
ruption, the  like  of  which  we  have  not  seen  in  our  country  for  hundreds  of 
years." 

The  London  Echo  .said  that  "no  country  could  prosper  whe-e  public 
departments  are  in  league  with  fraudulent  contractors  and  where  Ministers  are 
open  to  offers." 

The  St.  James'  Gazette  added  that  "  the  existence  of  an  organized  system  of 
corruption  among  public  officials  in  Canada  has  been  conclusively  proved,  and, 
like  everything  else  on  the  American  continent,  the  bribery  has  been  colossal." 
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BOUGHT  IN  NORTH  V'ATERLOO 

LACKNBR  (CONSERVATIVE)   WAS  UNSEATED   FOR  CORRUPT  PRAC- 
TICES IN  1898-IN  1899  BREITHAUPT  (LIBERAL)  WAS  UNSEATED 
ON    PURCHASED    EVIDENCE-METHODS    PURSUED    BV    THE 
CONSERVATIVES— ATTEMPT  TO  BLACKEN  LEADINQ  LIB- 
ERALS— BOSSARD   WEARS  TORY   CLOTHES-PROSE- 
CUTIONS IN  NORTH  WATERLOO 


In  1898  Dr.  Lackner  (Conservative)  was  elected  M.P.P.  for  North  Watcrioo, 
but  was  subsequently  unseated  by  the  courts  for  corrupt  practices.  In  the  byo- 
election  following  L.  J.  Breithaupt  (Liberal;  was  elected  to  represent  the  nding, 
and  he  was  subsequently  (189:))  unseated  but  shortly  after,  on  account  of  the 
methods  adopted  to  unseat  Breithaupt.  he  (Breithaupt)  was  allowed  to  be  elected 
by  acclamation,  though  the  riding  in  both  Dominion  and  Provincial  affairs  has, 
since  189(J,  shown  a  tendency  to  be  with  the  Opposition. 

la  the  ansesttus  of  Laekner  there  was  not  even  In  the  mind  of  the  aiMt 
prcjadlced  a  saspicion  that  witnesses  had  been  bought  or  tampered  with 
In  any  way. 

In  the  election  trial  against  Breithaupt  the  Conservatives,  had  two  star 
witnesses,  whose  names  were  Allan  R.  Shantz  ana  Albert  Bossard.  Shantzgave 
evidence  of  alleged  ballot  stuffing,  and  Bossard  had  a  weird  tale  of  bribery  and 
•orruption.  No  doubt  the  Judges  at  the  trial  were  indtienced  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent by  the  stories  told  by  these  men,  and  all  of  Mr.  Whitney's  denunciations 
have  been  based  on  their  evidence.  And  row  it  transpires  that  both  of  these 
men  were  bought  to  give  their  evidence,  an  1  it  is  proven  out  of  their  own  mouths. 
Here  is  what  Shantz  was  forced  to  admit  on  oath  : — 

What  bargain  was  ultimately  made  as  to  your  telling  ? 

1  was  to  get  paid  for  it. 

How  much  ? 

That  was  left  to  them  i     the  time. 

Who  do  vou  mean  by  them  ? 

Ed.  Scully. 

What  was  the 


Q 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


His  Lordship  (Meredith)— How  much  were  you  to  get  ? 
bargain  afterwards  ? 

A.  They  deposited  a  cheque  for  $50.0C. 
His  Lordship  (Osier)— Who  ? 
A.  Mr.  Raid  has  iV    cheque. 
Whose  was  the  cheque  ? 
A.  It  was  signed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  SjuUy  (President  of  the  Conservative  Asao- 

•iation.) 

Q.  (Reading  from  letter  written  by  Shantz  to  one  Lewis)—"  As  I  have  been 
fooled  so  long,  1  must  have  the  same  in  twenty-four  hours  oi  I  will  close  the 
deal  with  the  others  for  more.  I  am  determined  to  sell."  Sell  what  ?  Your 
evidence,  you  mean  ? 

A.  I  suppose  so. 
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And  Boawrd  in  an  affidr  vit  linoe  nude  by  him  ▼olantorily.  Mid  read  in  Um 
Legielatore  bj  Mr.  Qnham,  M.P.P.,  gtTes  the  whole  plot  away.  The  affidavit 
if  qaita  lengthy,  and  only  extraete  are  given  here.  Th<»  whole  aifidaTit 
waa  pobliehed  in  the  Toronto  Olobe,  in  March,  1901.  Among  other  thing*. 
BoMard  says : — 

"  That  John  H.  Stumpf,  Edward  Scully  and  other  prominent  supporters  of 
the  Oonservative  candidate  interviewed  me,  stating  that  the  Conservative  party 
vould  be  in  power  and  I  woald  have  to  look  to  them  for  an  extension  of  my 
license,  and  further,  that  Messrs.  Randall  &  Roos,  liquor  merchants,  und  other 
influential  Conservatives,  controlled  the  License  Boarri  of  Comniissinnerti  of  said 
district,  and  could  procure  an  extension  of  said  license.  In  view  of  .taid  circum- 
stances I  promised  them  my  support  with  the  understanding  that  I  was  openly 
to  pretpad  that  I  was  supporting  the  Liberal  candidate.  They  nlso  told 
me  to  try  and  work  in  with  the  Qrit  organizers  and  get  all  the  money  I  could 
oat  of  thera. 
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"  That  mv  license  was  not  extended  at  the  expiration  of  the  eaid  two 
months,  but  ^  s  subsequently  granted  after  the  said  Edward  Scully  paid  me  a 
visit  and  promised  me  that  if  I  would  make  a  certain  alhdavit  or  declaration, 
which  I  did,  as  to  the  election,  and  give  evidence  at  the  trial,  he  wouid,  through 
prominent  friends,  get  an  extension  of  my  license,  which  was  carried  out. 


•'  That  the  said  Stnmpf  and  Scully  Individually  saw  me  on  dlfTereat 
••easions  about  my  evidence  and  Instructed  me  what  to  say,  and  inrorme4 
■«  (hat  they  had  been  told  by  Mr.  W.  D.  McPherson  what  I  hav^  to  say. 
....  They  also  told  me  the  story  Sheniz,  Bohl.  Wancko  and  PolomskI 
w<  "  voinc  to  swear  to  at  the  trial,  and  tiiat  if  I  told  the  same  story  and 
as  e  the  protection  of  the  Court,  I  would  not  get  Into  any  tronble, 
an.    iiat  if  I  did  not  I  would  be  fined  ind  sent  to  Jail. 

"That  In  consideration  of  my  making  the  affldavit  and  giving  evidence 
iitt  the  trial  as  before  mentioned,  the  said  Edward  Scully  and  Wllliaii 
Seade,  apparently  acting  on  behalf  of  the  iielitioner  and  the  Conserva- 
tive organization  of  North  Waterloo,  further  a«r7ed  to  pay  me  the  sum 
sf  $100.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  the  said  Scnii  f  came  to  me  and  said  t 
•  $100  Is  too  much.  We  wSII  help  you  In  your  business  and  will  see  that 
yon  get  your  license,  =•>«!  you  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  $50.'  I  said  i 
*A11  right.'  Scnliy  then  shvwed  me  a  bank  cheque  for  $50,  signed  by 
(ke  proper  olHctrs  of  the  (Conservative  Association,  as  1  was  informed. 
Scully  then  said*:  'T>iis  cheque  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Stumpf  and 
held  by  him  until  after  th^  eiectlon  trial,  when  it  will  be  handed  over 
to  yon.' 
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"  A  few  days  afterwards  I  saw  Stumpf,  when  he  said  t  '  Yon  need  :iome 
clothes,  and  you  bett<ir  take  that  b'tO  out  with  me  In  clothing.'  Betweea 
the  election  trial  and  the  first  of  April  of  the  present  year  (I900),  I  re- 
ceived clothing  from  the  said  Stumpf  to  the  extent  of  $50,  which  haa  bem 
raid  for  by  said  Stnmpf  as  agreed." 

Stumpf  adopted  an  ingenious  method  to  pay  Bossard.  He  gave  him  clothes 
on  three  different  occasions  bnd  had  BoMsard  sign  notes  as  follows:  July  1 5th, 
1899,  for  $19.00;  Janua-y,  8th,  lOuO,  for  $22.25.  and  March  3rd,  1900,  for  $17.0© 
— a  total  of  $58.25.  Stumpf  discounted  these  notes  at  the  Bank  of  Commerce 
at  Berlin,  AND  paid  them  HiMSBLr  ./HEN  THEY  BECAME  DUE.  These  notes 
were  produced  in  the  Legislatare  by  Mr.  Graham,  M.P.P. 
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Prosecutions  in  North  Waterioo 

Mr.  Br«th»apt  w«  nmwated,  and  th«  jkrtion  judges  reported  two  »•% 
WUdfoM  and  Cumminge,  for  defrcinc  and  fraudulently  miacounting  l»iu>«> 
The  decLion  of  the  judgee  was  appealed  from,  but  the  appal,  after  eome  delay. 
was  dropped,  and  the  report  of  the  judges  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  » 
the  session  of  1901.  Before  that,  and  until  the  report  of  the  judges  was  in,  tM 
Gov^.nment  could  not  be  expected  to  take  any  action.  Mr,  Whitney,  howevw, 
dnrinz  that  sessi^Q,  denounced  the  Attorney-General  m  most  unmeasured  lerma 
for  shielding  criminals,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and  staked  his  word  and  re- 
puUtion  on  the  prediction  that  these  mm  would  never  be  prosecuted,  lie  dare# 
«ie  Government  to  take  proceedings.  His  impatience  knew  no  bounds.  In  a 
calm  argumentative  and  deliberative  manner  the  Attorney-General.  ip  reply, 
pointed  out  that  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  direct  evidence  implicating  these 
men  but  that  the  judges  had  evidently,  by  a  process  of  exclusion  of  others,  who, 
in  their  testimony  denied  having  any  knowledge  of  the  tampering  with  or  mis- 
countine  of  the  ballots,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  WiMlong  and  Cummingt 
should  be  reported  in  connection  with  the  otfences.  which  certainly  someone  ha* 

*°IUnu^t°be  borne  in  mind  that  a  mere  report  by  the  judges  at  an  election 
trial  does  not  necessarily  imply  guilt.  There  have  been  many  c^es  where  me. 
reported  by  the  trial  judges,  have  afterwards  been  tried  lor  the  offances  reported 
and  honorably  acquitted.  However,  the  Attorney-General  indicated  that  m  the 
cases  of  these  men.  Wildfong  and  Cummings.  further  proceedings  should  be  in- 
stituted. After  the  session  Mr.  Whitney  continued  his  ranting  and  raving,  and 
kept  on  assuring  the  public  that  nothing  would  be  done.  As  a  matter  of  tact, 
one  of  the  trial  judges  was  busily  engaged  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  then  in  session 
and  the  other  judge  was  out  of  the  country.  Postponement  for  a  time  might 
have  enable!  the  trial  judges  to  go  to  Berlin  and  hear  the  piosecutiom^  But  m 
view  of  the  charges  which  were  being  hurled  against  the  Government  for  delay- 
in<r  the  prosecutions  and  shielding  these  men.  and  in  view  of  the  reiterated  state- 
ments that  the  Government  dare  not  prosecute,  instructions  were  given  to  the 
County  Crown  Attorney  at  Berlin  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  ordinary  way 
for  the  prosecution  of  these  men  on  the  charges  for  which  they  had  been  re- 

^"^^roceedings  were  taken  and  all  possible  steps  pursued  to  secure  convictions. 
A  witness  was  even  brought  from  AlWrta  to  give  evidence.  The  result  wm,  as 
the  Attorney  thought  might  be  possible,  there  was  no  evidence  on  which  Wild- 
fong  could  be  convicted.  *u-„i,  - 

The  County  Crown  Attorney,  a  stron?  Conservative,  did  not  even  thinK  a 
conviction  coul  1  be  asked  for,  and  concluded  to  drop  the  Cummings  case,  which 
was  the  weaker  of  the  two. 

Tried  to  Blacken  Liberals 

In  the  face  of  all  the  above  facts  the  Conservative  speakers  and  press  never 
eease  to  twist  and  distort  the  proceedings  of  the  election  trial.  _  TheyaMail 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  the  officers  of  the  Ontario  Liberal  Association 
falsely,  insinuating  that  some  of  these  were  reported  for  election  wrongdoing. 
At  the  trial  Hon  E.  J.  Davis,  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  was  subjected  to  a 
long  examination,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Ontario  Liberal  Association  were  gone 
iflcto  Rt  great  length  by  the  examination  of  Alexander  Smith,  Secretary,  and  ot  tbe 
Treasowr  jind  his  books.  The  effort— even  by  purchased  evidence— to  prove 
that  members  of  the  Government  or  officers  of  the  Ontario  Liberal  Awociatwia 
were  guilty  of  electoral  wrongdoing  in  North  Waterloo,  or  elsewhere,  failed,  bat 
that  does  not  prevent  reckless  and  false  statements  to  the  contrary. 
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WEST  ELGIN 
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MACDIARmiD    (CONSERVATIVB)     UNSEATED    FOR      PERSONATION- 

MACNISH   HONESTLY   RLECTED-TORY  ORGANIZERS  MAKE  AN 

ILLEGAL  AND  CORRUPT   BARGAIN   WITH   A  FUGITIVE 

FROM  JUSTICE— "A   SELF-CONVICTED    LIAR"— 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


The  Hod.  J.  R.  Stratton,  speaking  on  the  flooi  of  the  Houpe  Feb.  27tb, 

1901,  said:—  ,   ,     «        ...     v 

"  And  a  word  in  reference  to  West  Elgin.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has 
expended  a  large  amount  of  energy  and  eloquence  in  denouncing  the  alleged  elec 
tion  irreealaritles  in  this  riding.  He.  however,  fails  to  mention  the  fact  that  the 
present  member  for  West  Elgin  (Mr.  Macdiarmid)  secured  his  seat  at  thegener»l 
•lection  of  1898  by  personation.    (Applause.) 

"  Mr.  Macdiarmid— Who  was  the  personator  ? 
"  Mr.  Stratton — John  Taylor  was  the  personator.  ^ 

"  Mr.  Macdiarmid— In  whose  name  did  he  vote  at  that  election,  and  at 
whose  request  ? 

Mr  Stratton— "He  voted,  of  course,  for  a  man  of  the  same  name  as  his  own, 
and  the  trial  Judges  unseated  Mr.  Macdiarmid  in  West  Elgin  or.  account  of  per- 
sonation." 

Mr.  nacnish  Honestly  •  Elected  at  Bye-Election 

In  the  West  Elgin  bye-election  which  followed  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Macnish  was  ea^ly  elected  by  the  honest  vote  of  the  people,  his  majority  being 
221,  while  the  majority  of  Mr.  Macdiarmid  in  the  general  elections  was  only 
one,  and  that  majority  of  one  being  obtained  by  Tory  personation. 

Irresponsible  Wrongdoers 

Unfortunately,  at  the  bye-election,  some  misguided,  irresponsible  parties 
had  been  guilty  of  personating  deputy  returning  officers  and  had  by  deceit  mis- 
led the  returning  officer  into  giving  them  appointments  which  he  supposed  were 
being  given  to  others  whc  ■te  names  were  used  for  the  purpose. 

Prosecutions  of  Personators  of  Deputy  Returning  Officers 

Prosecutions  were  begun  against  these  parties  by  the  Conservatives,  and 
the  County  Attorney  was  directed  by  the  Attorney-General's  Department  to 
give  all  reasonable  and  proper  assistance  in  these  prosecutions.  \\  by  did  not 
theTorie,s  who  commenced  these  proceedings  continue  them  and  punish  the 
wrongdoers  ?  They  had  charge  of  the  proceedings.  Everyone  knows  Uiat 
there  cannot  be  two  persecutions  for  the  same  o-lence.  Why  did  not  these 
Tories  who  have  been  howling  so  lo-  "ly  for  the  puaishment  of  the  "  cnminalB, 
as  they  called  them,  push  the  proceeaings  to  convictions  ?  Because,  no  doubt, 
they  found  that  while  the  law  made  provision?  for  the  severe  punishment  <rf 

Sersonators  of   voters  there  was  no  pr^-'^ion  for  the  case  of   personatii^p 
eputy  returning  officers.     The  law  has  since  been  amended  to  reach  such 
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Inadvertent  Deetructkui  of  Belloto 

If  uoh  hu  been  aaid  abont  the  West  Elgin  bnllote  hniag  been  baraed.    It 

it  true  that  they  were  burned  along  with  the  ballota  of  all  the titiiiinilii 

oaed  in  the  general  elections  which,  aa  tht  statute  reqwrta,  were  burned  under 
the  direction  of  the  Clerk  of  the  L^lative  Assembly,  after  having  been  stored 
fer  a  year  in  a  'ault  in  the  basement  of  the  Parliament  Bnilcings.  The  ballote 
for  the  West  Elgin  bye-election  were  deposited  in  the  same  vault,  and  though 
they  should  have  been  detained  they  were,  through  inadvertence,  destroyed  with 
the  others.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  destroy  the  ballots,  and  the  routine  of  carrying  out  this  work  was 

6 me  through  in  the  same  way  exactly  as  had  been  pursued  in  all  previous  cases. 
r»t,  undoubtedly,  the  West  Elgin  bye-election  ballots  should  have  been  kept 
and  should  not  have  been  destroyed.     When  it  was  found  that  these  balloUhad 

Kne  with  the  others  an  investigation  was  immediately  directed  and  cairied  oat 
the  Deputy  Attorney-General,  who,  after  full  enquiry,  came  to  the  conclusiM 
that  these  ballots  had  been  destroyed  with  the  others  by  mistake. 

Commission  of  Judges 

Again,  when  the  Royal  Commission  of  three  judges  held  their  investigayoa 
into  the  West  Elgin  irregularities,  they  made  full  enquiry  into  the  circumstanees 
connected  with  the  burning  of  the  ballots,  and  found  as  the  result  of  their 
enquiry,  "  That  the  box  with  its  contents  was  inadvertently  taken  with  the 
other  boxes  containing  the  general  election  returns,  from  the  vault  to  the  furnace 
and  there  burnt,"  and  they  go  on  to  say :  '•  The  evidence  satisfies  us  that  the 
said  box  and  its  contents  was  not  destroyed  with  design  or  deliberate  purposei*' 
This  conclusion  was  unanimously  reached  by  the  judges  after  an  exhaustive 
examination  of  every  one  who  could  possibly  have  thrown  any  light  on  the 
matter. 

Of  course,  it  has  suited  Mr.  Whitney's  political  purpose  to  howl  and  bellow 
that  the  destruction  of  these  ballots  was  the  result  of  some  dark,  deep  conspir- 
acy to  get  rid  of  these  ballots  so  that  the  ends  of  justice  might  be  defeated. 
Nothing  can  be  i  ore  ridiculous  than  the  ranting  and  raving  of  Mr.  Whitney  on 
this  subject,  of  w    ich  the  public  are  so  heartily  tired. 

Points  to  l>e  Rememl>ered 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  box  of  West  Elgin  bye-election  ballots  had 
been  at  Osgoode  Hall  pursuant  to  order  of  the  Court,  and  that  the  ballots  had 
been  all  thoroughly  scrutinized,  and  that  while  the  result  of  the  scrutiny  was 
slightly  different  from  the  returns  of  the  deputy  returning  officers,  it  was  only 
slightly  different,  and  manifestly  Macnish  had  a  very  substantial  majority  over 
his  opponent. 

TJielr  Friend  Pritcliett 

Mr.  Whitney  laid  great  stress  on  statements  contained  in  an  affidavit  pr«- 
eured  from  J.  Q.  Pritchett,  one  of  these  deputy  returning  officers  in  West  Elgin, 
and  defiantly  asked  the  Government  to  prosecute  this  man.  What  are  the  faetMf 
A.  warrant  had  been  sworn  out  on  behalf  of  the  Conservative  party  and  Prii- 
•hett  fled  to  Detroit  to  evade  arrest.  Mr.  Samuel  Barker,  M.P.,  acting  as  aa 
•rganiaer  for  the  Conservative  party,  went  to  Detroit,  and  along  with  Mr.  Flo«- 


J 

iait  ft  OooMmtiv*  Uwyar  ot  Winter,  praenrad  tb«  ftflcUvit    Pritchett  has 
•worn  tiiat  the  ftffidaTit  was  made  b^  him  on  tha  oondition  that  they  wooU 
.  withdraw  the  warrant  and  proteet  him. 

They  had  the  warrant  with  them.  It  had  been  given  to  them  by  the  Con- 
servatiTe  constable,  in  whose  hands  it  had  been  placed,  and  an  illegal,  if  not 
«riminal.  bargain  had  been  made  by  these  gentlemen  with  Pritchett  That  waa 
the  method  adopted  to  procure  Pritehett's  a^davit  which,  being  sworn  befoi* 
some  official  in  Detroit,  rendered  it  impossible  to  prosecute  him  for  perjury. 
The  statements  contained  in  the  affidavit  were  contradicted  at  the  investigation, 
and  the  man  was  characterised  by  the  judges  as  a  "  self-convicted  liar." 

False  Affidavit  Extorted  by  Corrupt  Bargain 

But  Mr.  Whitney's  assumed  indignation  over  neglect  to  prosecute  Pritchett 
is  the  essence  of  insincerity,  if  not  hypocrisy,  when  everyone  knows  that  hia 
own  friends  had  the  warrant  for  the  man's  prosecution,  and  that  hnving  used  it 
to  extort  a  false  affidavit  from  him,  they  absolutely  bargained  that  the  warrant 
would  not  be  proceeded  upon,  but  that  he  would  be  protected. 

Tories  Responsible  for  Escape  from  Punishment 

If  Pritchett  has  escaped  punishment,  which  he  deserved,  Mr.  Whitney's 

'friends  are  responsible.     More  than  one  warrant  could  not  be  issued,  and  they 

held  it,  and,  in  pursuance  of  their  guilty  bargain  with  him,  shielded  him  from 

prosecution.     If  anyone  has  reason  to  hang  his  head  with  shame  in  connection 

with  the  Pritchett  business,  it  is  Mr.  Whitney  and  his  prominent  Tory  friends. 

Lei  it  also  be  remembered,  that  in  the  West  Elgin  investigation  the  evidence 
of  the  Conservative  scrutineers  clearly  established  that  at  these  polling  place* 
where  irregularly  deputy  r  turning  officers  acted,  no  tampering  with  the  bal- 
lots could  have  taken  place.  The  Torj'  scrutineers  stoutly  maintain,  and  have 
sworn,  that  they  were  on  their  guard  and  maintained  too  close  a  watch  for  any 
sneh  thing  to  be  possible. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  of  the  three 
or  four  irregularly  appointed  deputy  returning  officers,  they  were  not  allowed, 
as  the  Tory  scrutineers  testify,  to  alter  the  ballots,  and  this  is  beyond  question 
proven  by  the  result  of  the  inspection  at  Osgoode  Hall. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  sense  or  reason  in  all  the  outcry  about  the  ballots 
having  been  burned. 

Liberal  Workers 

Before  the  >yest  Elgin  Commission  Alexander  Smith  testified  that  he  had 

Eone  into  the  riding  at  the  instance  of  the  candidate,  Donald  Macnish,  and  that 
L  was  assisted  by  James  Vance.  W.  T.  R  Preston  also  testified  that  'le  was  in 
the  riding  at  the  instance  of  the  candidate,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  those  ha 
had  in  the  riding  to  assist  him  (Preston). 

After  hearing  the  evidence  under  oath  of  many  other  witnesses  besides 
those  mentioned  m  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  Commissioners  found  as  fol- 
lows : — "  The  Commissioners  cannot  trace  to  these  persons,  or  to  any  of  them, 
any  knowledge  of  the  participation  in  the  fraudulent  and  illegal  practices  here- 
inbefore related." 

Yet  after  all  this  the  Tories  desire  the  public  to  believe  the  statement* 
^f  Pritchatt,  the  "  self-eonvict<  d  liar." 


^- 
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PROTEST  RESULTS,  1898 


HUNDREDS  OF  RECKLESS  CHARGES  ABOUT  WHICH    THERE  WAS 

NO    EVIDENCE 


The  moral  sense  of  the  people  revolted  at  the  tactica  pursued  by  the  Tories 
in  the  incidents  following  the  general  election  of  1898.  The  result  of  the  elec- 
tion trials  and  bye-elections  show  this  clearly.  Out  of  a  total  of  about  sixty-five 
petitions  entered  by  both  sides,  only  twelve  went  to  trial.  One  Liberal  and  one 
Conservative  resigned  before  trial.  Of  the  twelve  which  went  to  trial  seven 
were  against  Liberals  and  five  against  Conservatives.  Two  Liberals  and  one 
Conservative  were  confirmed  in  their  seats  as  J  result  of  the  trials,  and  five 
Liberals  and  four  Conservatives  were  unseated.  In  the  «*Even  ridings  where  the 
candidate  had  been  unseated  or  resigned,  six  had  been  carried  by  Liberals  at  the 
general  elections,  and  five  by  Conservatives.  In  the  bye-election.s  in  these  eleven 
ridings  the  Liberals  carried  eight  and  the  Conservatives  three,  or  a  net  gain  of 
two  seats,  or  four  on  a  division  for  the  L.   "^rals. 

In  many  of  these  petitions  the  Conse'-vatives  put  in  hundreds  of  charges 
reflecting  on  Liberals  which  were  never  taken  up  or  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Court,  except  in  a  formal  way,  to  be  dismissed.  Some  of  these  charges  were 
to  the  effect  that  the  Government  bad  obtained  large  sums  of  money  from  lum- 
bermen and  others.  When  the  evidence  was  asked  in  supf)ort  of  this  the  law- 
yers for  the  Conservatives  remarked  that  they  had  no  evidence  to  offer,  and 
Chancellor  Sir  John  Boyd  stated  at  Kingston  that  such  charges  ought  never  to 
have  been  made.  They  were  disgraceful  he  said.  (See  Toronto  Daily  Papers 
Oct.  3rd,  1898.) 

The  Liberal  organizations  were  attacked  in  every  abusive  way  and  charges 
were  made  without  any  opportunity  being  given  to  refute  them.  As  am  illus- 
tration of  this  it  was  charged  that"  Alexander  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Ontario 
Liberal  As-sociation,  had  corruptly  distributed  large  sums  of  money.  All  -^ 
these  charges  were  promptly  dismissed  with  the  exception  of  the  cna 
giving  a  .sjieaker  who  was  not  a  voter  the  .sum  of  fifteen  dollars  for  tra\ 
expenses  when  speaking  in  West  Huron.  The  paying  of  the  item  of  trave.  ^ 
expenses  was  not  disputed.  Mi'.  Smith,  though  attending  in  Court  upon  three 
different  occasions,  was  never  given  an  opportunity  to  testify  regarding  this 
charge  of  corruptly  paying  the  money.  The  Court  even  without  his  evidence 
stated  the  payment  was  not  corrupt,  but  they  held  that  any  such  payment  should 
have  been  made  by  the  financial  agent  of  the  candidate,  for  payment  otherwise 
might  be  an  illegal  act,  though  not  a  corrupt  act.  In  face  of  all  this  a  Tory 
campaigner  declared  from  the  public  hustings  that  Mr.  Smith  had  been  reported 
for  personal  corruption.  He  (the  Tory  campaigner)  had  taken  his  information 
from  those  who  profited  handsomely  from  the  Tory  campaign  fund  in  1898,  but 
when  his  statement  was  publicly  declared  to  be  "  deliberately  false  "he  withdrew 
it  with  the  excuse  that  he  had  been  misreported.  If  this  campaigner  did  not 
receive  the  moneys  he  got  for  travelling  expenses  from  the  financial  agent  of  the 
candidate  on  whose  behalf  he  was  speaking,  the  payment  was  illegal  but  not 
cerrupt. 
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TIm  WwI  HoroB  Mai  wm  dadarad  TMtaft  on  othtr  thf 
wiiwd  to,  bat  tho  tiaeton  Bhowad  thtir  nMntnMnt  at 
tb*  OppoMtion  hy  ra-clMtiag  the  Libersl  (Mr.  0«rrow)  aix 
ilsf  from  40  to  S96,  mi  »  pn>taiit  wm  not  evea  anterad. 

Election  of  1900 

In  the  Dominion  Oenenl  Elections  of  190O  Mr.  ' 

Ewer  to  aid  hia  friend  Sir  Charles  Tupper   and  his  ms' 
Kin  "  and  "  North  Waterloo."    He  shouted  and  stampe 
to  Deware  thr    rii  doin|{s  of  Orits.    The  el-)etions  pasaeti 
aands  of  per     is  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  not  a  cha 
a  single  one  of  them,  or  against  a  single  Liberal  w 
presaed  against  the  return  of  any  Liberal,  but  at  leaa 
dates,  Thornton  in  West  Dnrham,  and  McNeill  in  Nor 
In  one  of  the  bye-electiona  that  followed  the  unseating 
date,  the  Orits  were  abused  in  a  most  reckless  mannet      a 
"  The  Grits  are  a  desperate  gaug,"  "  No  brimstone  is  h^^ot  ei, 
See  Toronto  re^^ram  (Independent  Conservative)  ^        161) 
In  spite  of  all  this  the  Qrit  candidate  was  elec:      and  e& 
withoat  a  murmur. 
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For  teller  iaformatloa  on  the  Opposltloa'a 
policy  see  pamphlet  entitled : 


"A  Partial  History  of  the 
Corruption  and  Electoral 
Frauds  of  the  Tory  party  in 
Canada— Whitney's  Legisla- 
tive Record." 
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